11th Grade English – American Literature
2016-17 Syllabus
“True Education is to learn how to think, not what to think.” – Krishnamurti

“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.” – Abraham Lincoln

Instructor: Julia Gilmore





E-mail: jgilmore@flagarts.com
Class Time: 3A/3B






Website: englishbyjgilmore.weebly.com

Prep/Office hours: by appointment only!



Tutoring: Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00pm
Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy


Course Description: 11th Grade/American Literature (Section 1) will be structured as an exploration of American Literature from 1791-2014 with a focus on gender roles and relationships.

In 11th Grade English, we will be reading the following projected (subject to change) selections: 
First Semester






Second Semester
Charlotte Temple (Excerpt novel)



A Streetcar Named Desire (full play)
The Coquette (full novel)




The Bluest Eye (full novel)
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (full short story)

Firestarter (Excerpt novel)
The Narrative Life of Fredrick Douglas (Excerpt novel)
The Lone Ranger & Tonto (Excerpt of short stories)
The Yellow Wallpaper (full short story)


The Tortilla Curtain (full novel)
The Awakening (full novel)




Middlesex (full novel)
The Jungle (full novel)




Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close (Excerpt novel)
The Most Dangerous Game (full short story)


The Miracle Life of Edgar Mint (Full novel)
The Great Gatsby (full novel)




Brown Girl Dreaming (Excerpt novel)
Their Eyes Were Watching God (full novel)


The Curious Incident of the Dog in the (Full novel)
In addition, we will also be reading various selections of short stories, poetry, news articles, and non-fiction complimentary pieces of writing. During course instruction, students will be focusing on the Common Core standards for 11th Grade English learning. By the end of grade 11, each student will read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Class Activities/Assignments
During this course we will be discussing the meaning and implications of many different texts, ideas and questions. Please make sure you complete all required readings, notes, review questions, film viewings, and other homework assignments before the beginning of each class. If you are ever unable to complete an assignment please come speak to me well in advance. We may be able to arrange an alternative due date for unforeseen circumstances out of our control. However, communication is key; lack of preparation before class diminishes the value of class discussions. I look forward to hearing and seeing learning and critical thinking taking place.  Many of you will challenge each other and inspire greater intellectual discussions when you have prepared for class. Our readings will be challenging and from a wide array of sources; I suggest you speak with me, or a classmate if you don’t understand a text the first time. I am committed to engaging your minds in the learning, reading, and writing processes and expect all students to put forth their best efforts and come to class with an open and ready to engage state of mind. 

Throughout the year we will work on individual writing and reading assignments, individual special projects that require emphasis on word analysis, fluency, vocabulary, spelling, and comprehension, not to mention critical thinking skills. We will examine writing as a process of pre-writing strategies, multiple drafting, peer editing, revising techniques, re-drafting, teacher editing, and final drafting. Drafts of any kind will always be expected to contain your best and final work at the time. Revision processes are only helpful if we are revising your very best work. At the end of the year we will have compiled a student portfolio that includes tests, journals, essays, and research projects.

Required Materials

Peer and Self-Encouragement

Consistent Respect

Positive Attitude

Engaged Learning

Active Listening & Participation

Recommended Class Materials

Colored Pens (Blue or Black ink for all assignments turned in for a grade)

Pencils (Mechanical or Regular, #2 Lead preferred)

Highlighters (3 or more different colors)

Spiral Notebook with Lined Paper (Composition Books are okay)

Planner/Assignment Book 
Additional Class Materials

3 Ring Binder (1in-1.5in) with Separated Tabs 

Sticky Notes (various sizes)

Folder with 3 eyelets

Extra Lined Paper

Dry Erase Markers

USB Drive (4G storage device)
Expectations

Please note that purses or other bags, any type of portable audio playing device, smart watches, and cell phones are not on the required material’s list! During class time, all students will turn cell phones off, unless directed otherwise by the teacher. If this basic boundary is not respected, cell phones, or other distracting technology will be confiscated, and the student will to obtain his/her personal property from the office per school policy. You will be expected to arrive for each class period on time and with all of your necessary supplies. If any educational materials are distributed to students, they will be checked out by name and returned to me at the end of the unit.

Classroom seating will be as assigned. Seating charts will change frequently to prevent boredom and inspire focused learning. Students will be in their assigned seats, (before the tardy bell rings), with all required materials. The school’s tardy policy will always apply. Extenuating circumstances can be brought to your teacher’s and your school administration’s attention. Students are to remain in assigned seats until the bell rings; standing at the doorway or on the walkway is not acceptable. Students should use transition/passing time for bathroom breaks. Please understand that this disrupts the learning environment for all involved: if a student absolutely has to use the restroom, please wait until I have finished with instruction, or have come to a stopping point, or transition phase in class instruction. Students are expected to attend to personal matters before school, during passing periods, during lunch, or after school. Students will maintain a clean and orderly classroom, and learning environment. Students will demonstrate the upmost respect for school property, personnel, and visitors at all times. Food, drinks (water is an exception), and gum are not allowed in the classroom or in any educational learning area at any time. Students will demonstrate absolute respect, trust, and consideration for themselves, peers, teachers, paraeducators, substitute teachers, student teachers, classroom aides, volunteers, administration, maintenance workers, and office staff at all times. School property and personal property of peers will be treated with ultimate respect. 

Homework/Grading
Per the FALA Grading Policy, grades will be calculated as described below: 

1) Daily homework, quizzes, participation, class work, and group projects….40%  


2) Formal essays, unit tests, large projects, and final examinations….60%  

All formal written assignments must be neatly typed (Times New Roman or Arial Black, 12 pt font, 1 inch margins) and are due at the beginning of class; homework and in-class assignments may be handwritten (unless otherwise specified). I will often require typed assignments to be submitted online, or by email to reduce the amount of paper used in class. Formal essays, or other large written work may be revised and/or rewritten for a higher grade. This process must begin with a student – teacher conference in order to clarify and explain the depth of the revision needed to earn a better grade. The conference and revision must be completed within two (school) weeks following the return of your original graded assignment. You may not retake a final examination or semester project.

We will complete most work in the classroom. However during the week, homework will be necessary. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated! If a student willingly gives homework or test answers to another student, both students will not receive credit for the lesson or test. Students are expected to use the daily planners to record assignments and test dates.

In most cases, students are capable of handing in all work on time. If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to see me about the make-up work; this visit needs to be before or after school, not during class time. Students with excused absences will be allowed the number of days absent, plus 1 additional day for each absent day, to complete make-up work, with no points deducted. Research papers and any other major writing assignments are not assignments that will be accepted as late work. I will not accept late work once the unit has been finished. Your name must be on all work! If a student forgets to put his/her name on an assignment, no grade can be entered for credit. 

It is the student’s responsibility to inquire about their grade or progress in the class on a frequent basis. If a student has any questions or concerns about their grades they can make an appointment (not during class time) to speak with me about that particular assignment. The grading scale we will be using in the 11th grade classroom is as follows:

Grading Points and Scale:

	Letter Grade
	Numerical Average
	Grade Point Value

	A+
	99-100
	4.0

	A
	93-98
	4.0

	A-
	90-92
	3.67

	B+
	87-89
	3.33

	B
	83-86
	3.0

	B-
	80-82
	2.67

	C+
	77-79
	2.33

	C
	73-76
	2.0

	C-
	70-72
	1.67

	D+
	67-69
	1.33

	D
	63-66
	1.00

	D-
	60-62
	0.67

	F
	Less than 60
	0.0


Attendance
Arizona State Law requires that a student be withdrawn from their school or educational institution after ten (10) term unexcused absences. Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy Absences that are unexcused disrupt the student’s ability to keep up in the course of the school year. Unexcused absences could result in a permanent missing grade. Once again, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain and to make up any work due to absences. Students may collect these assignments before or after school, but not during the regular class period.

Illness/Medical Conditions: Please keep your student home if they are sick. If they have a fever, do not send them back to school until they are fever-free (without the use of fever-reducing medications) for at least 24 hours. 
Tardiness: Arriving after the beginning of each class period constitutes a tardy. Tardy students MUST sign in at the front office before going to their class.  Tardiness is disruptive to the learning environment of the school. 
FALA Attendance and Tardy Policy

	
	Short-term consequences

(for each semester)
	Long-term consequences

(for each semester)

	FALA Excused Absences
	None
	None

	Excused Absences
	No initial consequences
	5 absences (excused or unexcused) in any class 

= Student Success Program or lunch detention until missing work is completed

	Unexcused Absences
	Detention, in-school suspension
	10 absences (excused or unexcused) in any class

= loss of credit

	FALA Excused Tardiness
	None
	None

	Excused Tardiness
	No initial consequences
	8 tardies (excused or unexcused) in any class each semester 



	Unexcused Tardiness
	3 cumulative tardies in a month

= lunch detention

Each additional tardy

= lunch detention
	= Student Success Program or lunch detention until missing work is completed


Due Process

If a student chooses not to follow classroom expectations, the initial consequence will be for you and I to meet after class/school to consult and to problem solve. If a student chooses not to modify his or her behavior following the teacher/student meeting, the parents/guardians will be contacted. If these efforts have still not re-directed the student’s behavior, a referral to the administration will be submitted. Basically, the first meeting with the teacher is to resolve conflict and to problem solve; the second contact with parents/guardians is to seek support from home, and the third contact is the natural consequence, if the above efforts have not succeeded in the correction of the student’s behavior. It is not my intention to punish or provide unfit consequences for students; however, the learning environment must be protected in order for students to prosper. If a student is causing his/herself or others classroom environment to be ineffective the above problem solving steps will be taken.

Academic Honesty

Students must submit work that is of their own original creation. Assignments that contain ideas, written information, or images from other sources must be properly referenced. In addition, group collaborations or instances in which a student receives help from another person should also be noted. In cases where work is copied between students both the student copying the work and the student allowing their work to be copied will be subject to the same consequences. Copying assignments or copying information from another source without appropriate citation is plagiarism. Ignorance of appropriate referencing techniques is not an excuse for this type of academic dishonesty. If in doubt, ask a teacher about how to avoid plagiarism. Consequences for Plagiarism: 1st Offense: Earn a zero on the assignment and/or detention 2nd Offense: Loss of credit for the course and/or expulsion.
Appropriate Use Policy for Technology

(Policy Adapted from the Flagstaff Unified School District Student User Agreement) 
Computers, networks (Internet), databases, and any computer-accessible source of information, whether from hard drives, tapes, compact disks (CD’s), floppy disks, flash drives, or other electronic sources are available at FALA for educational purposes only. Student computer use is restricted to research, assignments, and program utilization with teacher direction and supervision. Non-educational purposes include using personal email and accessing Facebook (or other Social Media) accounts.

Student users must: 

• Use FALA technology for educational purposes. 
• Agree not to submit, publish, display or knowingly retrieve any defamatory, slanderous, obscene, profane, sexually offensive, racially offensive, abusive, threatening, or illegal material. • Abide by all copyright regulations and licensing agreements and not use technology at FALA for commercial gain. 
• Not reveal their home address or personal phone numbers of themselves or others. 
• Not use the network in any way that would disrupt the use of the network by others. 
• Understand that many services and products are available for a fee and acknowledge the user’s personal responsibility for any expenses incurred without FALA authorization. 
• Not attempt to harm, modify, or destroy software or interfere with system security and FALA servers. 
• Agree to not engage in cyber-bullying. 
You can prevent cyber-bullying by: 

· Guarding your personal information. Never give out personal information online, whether in instant message profiles, chat rooms, blogs, or personal web sites.

· Never giving out your passwords to anyone except your parents. That includes friends.

·  If someone sends a mean or threatening message, don't respond. For a bully, a reaction constitutes victory. Instead, save the message or print it out and show it to an adult.

· Never opening e-mails from someone you don't know or from someone you know is a bully.

· Don't put anything online that you wouldn't want your classmates to see, even in email.

· Don't send messages when you're angry. Before clicking "Send," ask yourself how you would feel if you received the message.

· Help kids who are bullied online by not joining in and showing bullying messages to an adult. 

*Please see the Student Handbook located on the Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy at the link below for additional questions or concerns. 

http://flagarts.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Student-Handbook-2016-17.pdf
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I _____________________ hereby certify that I have read the above information included in Ms. Gilmore’s class syllabus and understand all material included. I understand that I am responsible for following FALA’s school policies and procedures during the 2016-17 calendar year. 

__________________
____________________
_________________
        ________

Student Signature

Student Email 


Teacher Signature
        Date
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