Into the Wild Essay Prompts

Requirements:
· 1 inch margins, 12 point font, Times New Roman

· Double spaced, minimum 2 full pages in length (not including your works cited page)

· Minimum of 5 paragraphs

· You must choose one of the prompts listed below

· Drafts must follow the requirements listed above for maximum credit
· You must include two additional peer reviewed or academic sources in addition to examples from the book!

· You must include two pieces of evidence in each body paragraph (for a total of 6 in text citations per essay)
Schedule:
· Choose an essay prompt to respond to by 11/29 

· We will be working on our first drafts in class on 12/01 (with computers, you can also bring your own)

· First Draft is due on 12/02 (peer edits during this class period)

· Second Draft is due (utilizing peer edits) on 12/06
· Final Paper is due on 12/13
Argument Option 1: Consider McCandless’s assertion:

a) “nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit within a man than a secure future.  The very basic core of a man’s living spirit is his passion for adventure.  The joy of life comes from our encounters with new experiences, and hence there is no greater joy than to have an endlessly changing horizon, for each day to have a new and different sun”? (57) – Jon Krakauer, Into the Wild
· What’s your opinion of Into the Wild? Write an essay in which you detail your opinion of Chris McCandless? Do you see him as arrogant, selfish, disrespectful, or ignorant? Do you see him as noble, determined, brave, or extraordinary? What is Chris McCandless’s biggest character flaw?

Argument Option 2: Consider carefully the following quotation from the “Author’s Note”: 
a) Some readers admired the boy immensely for his courage and noble ideals: others fulminated that he was a reckless idiot, a wacko, a narcissist who perished out of arrogance and stupidity—and was undeserving of the considerable media attention he received. – Jon Krakauer, Into the Wild 
· You earlier wrote about what you think of McCandless, now consider what Krakauer believes. Is he qualified to give an objective opinion? What is Jon Krakauer’s opinion of Chris McCandless? Do Krakauer’s profiles and autobiographical anecdote add to or detract from the book? Though Krakauer tries to maintain objectivity, even he admits that his bias will become apparent. In a well-organized essay, explain Krakauer’s position on McCandless. Support your argument with references from throughout the text. Try to keep your opinion to your self—rather, analyze what you see of Krakauer’s bias and how you know. 
Argument Option 3: Consider the following and what you have previously written about McCandless: 
a) “I think that Chris McCandless was bright and ignorant at the same time. He had no common sense, and he had no business going into Alaska with his romantic silliness. He made a lot of mistakes based on arrogance. I don’t admire him at all for his courage nor his noble ideas. Really, I think he was just plain crazy.” –Shaun Callarman 
· In a well-organized essay, explain Callarman’s view of McCandless, then, take a position yourself on McCandless discussing the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis. This is an extension of earlier writing you did on McCandless. Support your argument with references from throughout the text. 
Argument Option 4/Synthesis: Consider the distinct perspectives expressed in the following statements: 
a) If you develop the absolute sense of certainty that powerful beliefs provide, then you can get yourself to accomplish virtually anything, including those things that other people are certain are impossible. –William Lyon Phelps, American educator, journalist, and professor (1865–1943) 
b) I think we ought always to entertain our opinions with some measure of doubt. I shouldn’t wish people dogmatically to believe any philosophy, not even mine. – Bertrand Russell, British author, mathematician, and philosopher (1872–1970) 
· In a well-organized essay, take a position on the relationship between certainty and doubt. Support your argument with references to Into the Wild, (book or film) as well as other appropriate evidence and examples from your readings (videos shown in class), observations and experience. Explain where Phelps and Russell’s view fit in with your own. In this essay you must synthesize your learning from several sources and the text, Into the Wild.
